1 19
i KAPLAN
New

GRE prremier

GRADUATE RECORD EXAMINATION

S
iy sae—

ALL NEW! for the revised GRE i
6 practice tests with answer e.xp[_anat.ions

Proven test-taking strategses

More practice online and on the-ROM ih



Table of Contents

HowtoUse TRISBOOK . . . . . . o i i i ittt i ittt et te et e e eeeeseneeeens ix

PART ONE: Getting Started

CHAPTER1: IntroductiontotheGRE . . . . . . ... ... .. i e e 3
Understandingthe GRE . . .. ... ... . ... i it 3
Howthe GREIsOrganized. . . . . . . . . . . o ittt e ettt e e e e e e 6
Yoo ] T 1A I 7
Cancellation and MultipleScoresPolicy . . . . ... ... . i i, 8
Test Registration . . . . . .. ittt it ittt e i e e e e e 8
GRESUDJECtTeStS . . . v oottt ittt ettt e et e e 10

CHAPTER2: MSTTestMechanics ... ... ... ... ... . s 13
MSTMeEChanics. . . . v i ittt it it et et e ettt e e s s ae s neennes 14
Navigating the GREMST: ComputerBasics .. .............. ... 15
MST:TheUpside . . . .. ..ottt i it ittt esaaan s e 17
MST:TheDownside . . . .. . ... it ittt it it ittt eeaesa 18
Kaplan'sMST Strategies . .. ... .. ... .ttt tneenosasonnonansans 18
Paper-and-Pencil Strategies. . . . . ... ...ttt ittt i i e 19

PART TWO: Verbal Reasoning

CHAPTER 3: IntroductiontoVerbalReasoning .. ........................... 23
OVeIVIBW . . . .t ittt ittt st s asnasoasssnsassnnsssssesnsosnos 23
Verbal ReasoningQuestionTypes . . . . . . . . ittt ittt ittt i 24
Pacing Strategy . . ... ... ittt ittt e i e 24
Navigating the Verbal Foundations and Content Review Section .. ............. 25

CHAPTER4: Verbal FoundationsandContentReview. . . . . .................... 27
Introduction to Verbal Foundations and ContentReview .. ........ 00000 27
The Kaplan ApproachtoVocabularyConcepts . . . . ... ...... ..t 28
Vocabulary ConceptsPracticeSet . . . . . ... ...t eenons Cee e 37
Vocabulary Concepts Practice Set Answers and Explanations. . . .. ............. 39
The Kaplan Approach to ReadingComprehension ... ..................... 41
Reading Comprehension Strategies PracticeSet. . . . ... ......... v 45

Reading Comprehension Strategies Practice Set Answers and Explanations . . ...... 48



GRE

Table of Contents

CHAPTERS: TextCompletion . . . ... ... .. .. it et 51
Introductionto TextCompletion . . .. ...t i ittt ittt i e 51
The Kaplan Method for Text Completion (One-Blank) .. ... ................. 54
The Kaplan Method for Text Completion (Two-Blank and Three-Blank) .. ......... 58
Kaplan's Additional Tips for Text CompletionQuestions . . . . . .. .............. 62
Text Completion Practice Set . . . . . .. . ..ot i e 63
Text Completion Practice Set Answers and Explanations . . .................. 65
CHAPTER6: SentenceEquivalence . . . . .. . ... .. i i i e 67
Introduction to Sentence Equivalence . . . .. ... .. .. i i e 67
The Kaplan Method for SentenceEquivalence . . . . .. ... .. ... ... .. ... ... 69
Kaplan’s Additional Tips for Sentence Equivalence .. ...................... 73
Sentence EquivalencePracticeSet . .. ... ... .. . ... i i i e 74
Sentence Equivalence Practice Set Answers and Explanations . . .. ............. 76
CHAPTER7: ReadingComprehension . . .. ... ...... . .. ... 79
Introduction to Reading Comprehension . . ... ....... .. ... ... ... .. ... 79
The Kaplan Method for Reading Comprehension . . . . ......... ... ... ... ... 82
Kaplan’s Additional Tips for Reading Comprehension Questions . . ............. 90
Reading Comprehension PracticeSet . .. ... ... ... ... i i 92
Reading Comprehension Practice Set Answers and Explanations . . . ............ 95
CHAPTER 8: Verbal ReasoningPracticeSet. . . . ... ........ ... .. ... ... 97
Review of the Kaplan Method for Verbal Reasoning QuestionTypes . .. ... .. ... .. 97
Verbal Reasoning Practice Set 1 . . ... .. .. i it it it iineennnsnns 99
Verbal Reasoning PracticeSet 1 AnswerKey . ... ... .. ... ... 120
Verbal Reasoning Practice Set 1 Answers andExplanations . . . . ... ........... 123
Verbal Reasoning Practice Set 2 . . . .. . ... ot i i i i it ittt it ittt et et 139
Verbal Reasoning Practice Set 2 AnswerKey . .. ... ... ittt i ennn, 161
Verbal Reasoning Practice Set 2 AnswersandExplanations . . . ... ............ 162

PART THREE: Quantitative Reasoning
CHAPTER 9: Introduction to QuantitativeReasoning . . . ... .................. 181
OVeIVIEW . . . . i i e e i e e et et e 181
Quantitative ReasoningQuestion Types . . . . .. .. ...ttt enenn. 182
Pacing Strategy . .. .. .ottt i e ettt et e e 182
Navigating the Quantitative Foundations and Content Review Section .......... 184
CHAPTER 10: Quantitative Foundationsand ContentReview . . . . ... ............ 185
Introduction to Quantitative Foundations and ContentReview ............... 185
The Kaplan ApproachtoPercentages .. ...............cu'rrnnnnn. 186
Percentages Practice Set. . . . ... ... ... . i i e 189
Percentages Practice Set AnswersandExplanations . ... .................. 190
The Kaplan Approach to Simultaneous Equations S e 191
Simultaneous Equations PracticeSet . . . .. ... e e s s 606 e e e e aenan e 193
SimuhanemﬁqmﬁmuhacﬁceSetAmmandExplanaﬁon .............. 194
The Kaplan ApproachtoSymbolism . ............... O 195
Symbolism Practice Set . . ........ e e e s e st essenieiensen e e e aiese 197



GRE

Table of Contents
The Kaplan Approachto Special Triangles. . . . . ... .. .. ..ot 199
Special Triangles PracticeSet . . . . . . ... ... . i e 204
Special Triangles Practice Set Answers and Explanations. . . . . ............... 206
The Kaplan Approach to Multiple and OddballFigures. . . ... ............... 207
Multiple and Oddball Figures PracticeSet. . . . .. ... .. . ... .. . 210
Multiple and Oddball Figures Practice Set Answers and Explanations . .......... 212
The Kaplan Approach to Mean, Median, Mode,andRange . . .. .............. 214
Mean, Median, Mode, and Range PracticeSet . ... ... ..... ... ... . ... 216
Mean, Median, Mode, and Range Practice Set Answers and Explanations . . . . . . . .. 218
The Kaplan ApproachtoProbability ... ........... ... .. o ... 219
Probability Practice Set . . . . ... ... . . . e e 220
Probability Practice Set AnswersandExplanations . . . . ... ................ 222
CHAPTER 11: QuantitativeComparison . . . . ... ... ... .. . . . 223
Introduction to Quantitative Comparison . . . . . . . ... . . it e e e e 223
The Kaplan Method for Quantitative Comparison . . . . ... ................. 224
Kaplan's Additional Tips for Quantitative Comparison Questions ... ........... 227
Quantitative Comparison PracticeSet . . ... ... ... .. . .. ... . 229
Quantitative Comparison Practice Set Answers and Explanations . . . . ... ....... 231
CHAPTER12: ProblemSolving . . . . . . ... . ... . . e i e 233
Introductionto Problem Solving . ... .. ... ... .. .. ... i i, 233
The Kaplan Method forProblem Solving . .. ... ... .. ... ... ... ... .. ... 236
Kaplan’'s Additional Tips for Problem Solving . . . . ... .. ... ... ... .. ... .. 241
Problem Solving Practice Set . . . . . . . .. ittt e e 242
Problem Solving Practice Set Answers and Explanations . . .. ............... 244
CHAPTER13: Datalinterpretation . . . . . . ... ... .. it ittt nnnas 245
Introduction to Data InterpretationQuestions . . . . .. .. ... .. ... ... ... 245
The Kaplan Method for Datainterpretation. . . .. ... .. ...ttt non 248
Kaplan’s Additional Tips for Data InterpretationQuestions . . . . .............. 253
Data Interpretation Practice Set . . . ... .. ... it ittt ettt anoonnn 254
Data Interpretation Practice Set Answers and Explanations . . . . .............. 256
CHAPTER 14: Quantitative ReasoningPracticeSet . . ..................... ... 257
Review of the Kaplan Method for Quantitative Reasoning QuestionTypes . .. ... .. 257
Quantitative Reasoning PracticeSet1 . ... ... ... ..t eenss 258
Quantitative Reasoning Practice Set 1 AnswerKey. . . . ... ................. 272
Quantitative Reasoning Practice Set 1 Answers and Explanations . . . .. ......... 274
Quantitative ReasoningPracticeSet2 . . ... ... . ... . . 288
Quantitative Reasoning PracticeSet2AnswerKey ....................... 303
Quantitative Reasoning Practice Set 2 Answers and Explanations . . . . .......... 304
PART FOUR: Analytical Writing
CHAPTER 15: IntroductiontoAnalyticalWriting . . ... .. .. .................. 319
OVeIVIBW . . . . . i it i i et e e e e e e 319
Analytical WritingEssayTypes . . . . ... ... ... ... i 320
PACING SIAtEgY . . . ottt v e msns et ensrveansenanannaaes L. L3
Seoring . ...........c.c.0... et e et et e ettt 322



GRE

Table of Contents

CHAPTER 16: Analytical Writing Foundations and ContentReview . .. ... ......... 325
Introduction to Analytical Writing Foundations and ContentReview . . . . ... ... .. 325
The Kaplan Approach to StreamliningWordy Phrases . ... ................. 326
Streamlining Wordy Phrases PracticeSet .. .............. ... .. ... 326
Streamlining Wordy Phrases Practice Set Answers and Explanations . . . .. .. .. ... 327
The Kaplan Approach to EliminatingRedundancy. . . . .................... 327
Eliminating Redundancy PracticeSet. . . ... ... .. .. i 328
Eliminating Redundancy Practice Set Answers and Explanations. . . . . .......... 328
The Kaplan Approach to Avoiding Excessive Qualification. . . . . . ............. 328
Avoiding Excessive Qualification PracticeSet .. ... ......... ... ... ..... 329
Avoiding Excessive Qualification Practice Set Answers and Explanations ... ... ... 330
The Kaplan Approach to Removing Unnecessary Sentences . . .. ............. 330
Removing Unnecessary Sentences PracticeSet . ... ..................... 331
Removing Unnecessary Sentences Practice Set Answers and Explanations . . . . .. .. 331
The Kaplan Approach to Avoiding Needless Self-Reference. . . . ... ........... 331
Avoiding Needless Self-Reference PracticeSet . . . . . ..................... 332
Avoiding Needless Self-Reference Practice Set Answers and Explanations ... ... .. 332
The Kaplan Approach to Using Active Voice Rather Than Passive Voice ... ....... 332
Using Active Voice Practice Set. . . . . .. .. .. i it it ittt ie e 333
Using Active Voice Practice Set Answers and Explanations .. ................ 333
The Kaplan Approach to Including StrongOpenings . . .. .. ................ 334
Including Strong Openings PracticeSet . . . ... ... ...... ... ... .. .o.... 334
Including Strong Openings Practice Set Answers and Explanations. . . .......... 334
The Kaplan Approach to Avoiding Needlessly VaguelLanguage . . ............. 334
Avoiding Needlessly Vague Language PracticeSet .. . .. ... ............... 335
Avoiding Needlessly Vague Language Practice Set Answers and Explanations . . . . . . 335
The Kaplan Approach to RewordingClichés . . . ... ..................... 336
Rewording Clichés PracticeSet. . . .. ...... B 336
Rewording Clichés Practice Set Answersand Explanations . . . ............... 336
The Kaplan Approachto Avoiding Jargon . . . . .. ... .. ... ... 337
Avoiding Jargon Practice Set . . . . . . .. .. i e e e e e e 337
Avoiding Jargon Practice Set Answers and Explanations. ... .. .. I S 338
The Kaplan Approach to Ensuring Subject-Verb Agreement . ... ......... . ...338
Ensuring Subject-Verb Agreement PracticeSet ............. e, 339
Ensuring Subject-Verb Agreement Practice Set Answers and Explanations ........ 340

The Kaplan Approach to Avoiding Faulty Modification




GRE

Table of Contents vil
Including Parallelism Practice Set . . . . .. .. i e 345
Including Parallelism Practice Set Answers and Explanations. . ... ............ 345
The Kaplan Approach to Using A Consistent NarrativeVoice . . ... ............ 345
Using a Consistent Narrative Voice PracticeSet .. .......... ... ... .. ... .. 346
Using a Consistent Narrative Voice Practice Set Answers and Explanations . . ... ... 347
The Kaplan Approach to Avoiding Slang and Colloquialisms . . . .............. 347
Avoiding Slang and Colloquialism PracticeSet . . . . . . ... ... ... ... . ... ... 348
Avoiding Slang and Colloquialism Practice Set Answers and Explanations. . . . ... .. 348
The Kaplan Approach to Avoiding Sentence FragmentsandRun-Ons . . . ... ... .. 348
Avoiding Sentence Fragments and Run-Ons PracticeSet . . . ... ... .......... 350
Avoiding Sentence Fragments and Run-Ons Practice Set Answers and Explanations . . 350
The Kaplan Approach to Correctly UsingCommas. . . . .. ... .............. 351
Using Commas Practice Set . . . .. ... .. .. . . ittt 352
Using Commas Practice Set Answersand Explanations. . . .. ................ 353
The Kaplan Approach to Correctly Using Semicolons . . . . .. ... ............. 353
Using Semicolons PracticeSet . . . . ... ... .. . i e 354
Using Semicolons Practice Set Answers and Explanations . . . .. .............. 354
The Kaplan Approach to CorrectlyUsingColons . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ..... 354
UsingColons Practice Set . . . .. ... .. . . i it ie e 355
Using Colons Practice Set Answers and Explanations. . . .. ................. 356
The Kaplan Approach to Correctly Using Hyphensand Dashes. . . . . ... .. ... ... 356
Using Hyphens and Dashes PracticeSet . . . . . ... . ... ... . . ., 357
Using Hyphens and Dashes Practice Set Answers and Explanations. . . . ....... .. 357
The Kaplan Approach to Correctly Using Apostrophes . . . . . ................ 358
Using ApostrophesPracticeSet . . ... ... . ittt 359
Using Apostrophes Practice Set Answers andExplanations . . . ............... 359
CHAPTER17: ThelssueEssay . . . . . .. ... ... . ittt ittty 361
IntroductiontothelssueEssay . . . . . . ... . o ittt it ittt 361
The Kaplan Method for Analytical Writing. . . . . .. ...... ... .. . ... 363
Kaplan’s Additional TipsforthelssueEssay . . . ... .. ... ... ... 372
Issue Essay PractiCce Set. . . . . . ot i i it ittt et et et e e e 373
Issue Essay Sample Essaysand Assessments. . . . . ... ..ottt ittt e 374
CHAPTER18: TheArgumentEssay .................c0 i ennnnennn.. 379
Introductiontothe Argument Essay. . . . ... . v v v i vttt vttt n oo nmosnans 379
The Kaplan Method for AnalyticalWriting. . . . . ............... ... ...... 382
Kaplan's Additional Tips fortheArgumentEssay. . . . ... .................. 391
ArgumentEssay Practice Set . ... ... ... i i e e 392
Argument Essay Sample Essaysand Assessments . . . ... .................. 394
CHAPTER 19: Analytical WritingPracticeSet. . . . . ................ ... ... 399
Review of the Kaplan Method for AnalyticalWriting . . .. .................. 399
Analytical Writing PracticePrompts. . . . ... . ... ... . it 400

Analytical Writing SampleEssaysand Assessments . . . . . .................. 402



viii

GRE
Table of Contents

PART FIVE: Practice Test

CHAPTER20: PracticeTest. . . . . . . . .. . i ittt ittt ittt i e e 411
CHAPTER21: Practice Test ANSWerS. . . . . . . . . .. .. ittt it ittt nnnn 461
ANSWeEr Key . . . .o i e e e e e e e 461
Answersand Explanations. . . . ... .. . i i e e e i e e 463
Analytical Writing ScoringRubric . . . ... .. ... ... i e e 483
SampleEssay Responses. . . . . . . . .ottt it e et e e 484

PART SIX: Test Day and Beyond

CHAPTER22: Take ControloftheTest . . ... ... .. ... .. i an 489
Kaplan's 4 Basic Principles of Good TestMentality. . . .. ... ........ ... ..... 489
The Kaplan Advantage™ Stress-ManagementSystem. . . . ... ............... 491
Test DAy . . . o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 493

CHAPTER23: WhereandWhento Apply ... .. .. .. .. it 495
What Programs You ShouldConsider. . . . ... ....... .. .. ... 495
WhereYouCan GetIn . ... .. . ittt et e e e e e 502
Whento Apply . . . . .. oo e e e e 503

CHAPTER 24: How to Applyto GraduateSchool .. ............... . ... ...... 507
How Schools Evaluate Applicants . . .. . .. ... . i ittt et et e eeee 507
Who Evaluates Applicants . . . . . .. ... . i e e e e 511
Preparing Your Application . . . . . ... ... . ... . i e e e 511
Maximizing the Various Parts of Your Application . . . . .................... 512
Before You Submit Your Application ... ......... ... .. . . .. . . ... 517
PuttingltAll Together . . . ... ... . .. i e 517
Congratulations! . . . . ... .. . i e e, 518
A Special Note for InternationalStudents . . ... ... ..................... 518

PART SEVEN: GRE Resources

APPENDIX A: Kaplan'sWordGroups . .. .......... ...t 523

APPENDIXB: Kaplan'sRootList . . .. ................. .. . . 527

APPENDIXC: TOpGREWordsinContext. . .. ......... ... it 545



