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A.Kb. Mar*nkn 1361iiie oPArcbaeob”y K8 ME8 KK, Ka2akk8lan, Altaly,
*e-tall: atabakiitall.rn

THE 1.ATE MEO1IEYM CHY OE THE CHY YAHEY (X1IM-XY1 CC))

TblI3 ariicle exaTTe3 1He role o! 1He A3para 3ellletenl. THe ar6cle proy|cle5 arcHaeolo8lcal clala on
1He lopoS8rapblc lealures, louncl eleten!5 o! Talenal cukure, 1He po3s|bllky o! reconskuciion o! cukura!l,
50Clal 1ke, basec! on bl3loncal, arcHaeolo81cal, e!Hno8rapblc clala abon! 1He Teckeya! cky. ArcHaeolo81-
cal researcH 1 recen! years Ha3 larSely clartlecllHe 3lale o! 3eclenlary cukure 7 1He 5Hu-Talas yalley. THe
ckcle o! TonuTen!s oiHe lale MKOcWe ASes expanclecl, coHeciions o! Talenal cukure were replewsHecl.
1n 1He cllies oHe lale MtOclle A§es, 1He cukura! layers are no! yery pronouncec!; 1Hey are o! ceiiaTt Tler-
e3! a3 an tckcalor o! 1He 8enera! 3lale o! 1He 3eclenlary cukure o! 1Hal penock 1n acWkion, 1He arcHaeo-
1o8lcal Talenals o! 1He 13,51 6ilcenlunes, Oe3pke 1Hek pancky, Oe3erye aHenOon, 3Tce 1He presence o!
a local agncukura! populalion T Teckeya! 3ources ancl bl kw a3 nolecl T 1ke ab3sence olclles. Aspara 5
a cky surrovnclecl by lon8 waH3 w kK ckten3ton3 31nkT81ly ckkeren! ko T ol!ker 3ellletenls 1kal exdslecl a!
1kal OTe. 1 on§ waH3 were a krcl o! Tckcalor o! econorwc ancl polOca! Tnence. Accorcng 1o 1bi3 ancl
olker crkena Oe3scnbec! T 1bR ariicle, A3para 15a nwumne arcHaeolo§lcal 3ke o! TecHeya! urban cukure
on lke lerrkory o! Ka2akk3lan.

Key word8: lale Meckeya! a8e, cukure, arckaeo!o8y, lke 5Hu YaHey, Aspara, AnOa3 Balyr.
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LWy ank,abblHgarbl KeWHN opTaracbip/biK, Kana (XIM-XY1 rr.)

Mak,anaga keiilHrl opraracbipnblk, Keseugen Acnapa k,anawbirbiHblly, penl k,apacTbipbliajbl.
Tonorpaduanbik, epekwenlkrep|, MaTtepuangblk Ma3geHWeTTW, TabbinraH 6Genwekrtep! apk,bibl
opTaracblpnblK, K.ana Typanbl Tapuxu, apxeonoruanbik,, aTHorpaduanbik, jepekrtepre cyiieHe OTbipbIn,
MageHu, aneymeTnk emlpa| k.aiita kypy mymkwaln typansl gepektep kentlplnareH. Courbl Xblngapbl
Xypri31lnreH apxeonorusinblk,3eptreynep 6apbicbiHga Wy-Tanacank,abbiHAarbl OTbIPbIK, bl M34eHNETT
xargaiibl Hak,Tblnangbl. Keiilurl opta raceipnapgarsl eckeptklutep ayk,biMbl kenelln, maTepuangbik,
M3JeHWEeT KoNNekuusinapbiIMeH TOMbIK,Thipblnabl. KeillHrl opTa racbipnapgarsl k.ananapga MageHu
k,abaTTap oHwa alik,biH 6111H6eAl; onap con Ke3eHAen OTbIPbIK, Wbl M3AEHUETTIM Xannbl XarganbliHbLy,
kepceTklll peTlHae ynkeH K,bi3bITyWbINbIK, Tyablipagbl. CoHbIMeH K,aTap, XLW-XY! racbipnapra xaTtaTblH
apxeoniorvsanblk, Matepuangapibly asfbirblHa K,apamacTtaH, opTaracbip/blk, Aepekke3fepge K,ananap
6onmaraHHbly, e3lHae aybinwapyallblibifbIMEH aliHanbicaTblH TyprblHAap caHbl Galik,anagel. Acnapa -
anbin xaTk,aH aymarbl 60ibiHWa con ke3ger! engl-mekeHgepaeH esrewe, CbipThl Y3blH K,abblpranapmMmex
K,oplianraH K,ana 60nA4bl. Y3blH K,abblpranap 3KOHOMUKabIK, XeHe cascu bik,nangbiH e3lHalk kepceTkill
6onabl. COHAbIK,TAH Aa aTtanraH Mak,anaja K,apacTbipbliraH cunatramanapra caiikec, Acnapa KasaxctaH
aymarblHAarbl opraracblpablK, Kananblk, M3geHueTTlu 6|pereii apxeonorusnbik, eckeptkllll 6o0nbin
Tabblnagbl.

TyI7I1H ce3gep: keii HM opTaracbipnap aaylpl, mageHuneT, apxeonorus, Wy ank,a6bl, Acnapa, AHgac
6atbIp.

A.A. HypxaHoBl, I A. KangbibaeBa
WHCTuTyT apxeonorvn uM. A.X. MapTtynaHa KH MOH PK, KasaxcTaH, r. Anmarbl,
*e-TaH: arnabal@rall.r

Mo3gHecpegHeBeKOBbIV ropoa Yyickoih gonuHbl (X1IM-XY1 BB.)

B AaHHOI cTaTbe paccmaTpuBaeTcs posib No3gHecpefHEeBEeKOBOro ropoauuia Acnapa. MNpuBogaTcs
apxeosiornyeckue faHHble 0 Tonorpaduuecknx 0Co6eHHOCTSAX, HalifeHHbIX 3NeMeHTax matepuanbHoii
KYyNbTypbl, BO3MOXHOCTU PEKOHCTPYKLUU KyNbTYPHON, COLMANbHON XWU3HU, UCXOASA U3 UCTOPUYECKHUX,
apxeosiornyeckux, I3THOrpagMuyeckux WCTOYHUKOB O CpefHEeBEKOBOM ropode. Apxeosioruyeckue
uccnenoBaHusi MocjaefHWX et BO MHOTOM YTOUHWIM COCTOSHWE OcefJsloii KynbTypbl Ha TeppuTopun
Wy-Tanacckoih [ONUHbI. Pacluupsincs Kpyr naMsaTHUKOB MO34HEro CpefHeBeKOBbs, MOMOHAMNUCH
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The ba(e Mecleya! CHy o!' 1be Clw Yalley (X111-XVI cc.)

KONnekumn maTepuanbHON KynbTypbl. B ropogax no3gHero cpefHeBekoBbsA Ky/NbTypHbl€ C/IOM HE OYeHb
Bblp@XeHbl; OHW NPeACTaBNAT ONpefeNieHHblli MHTepec Kak MHAMKATOp 06LLero CocTosHUA oceasoi
KynbTypbl TOoro nepuopa. Kpome Toro, apxeosiormyeckme martepuanst XlII-XVI BekoB, HecmoTps Ha
MX ManoYUCNEHHOCTb, 3aCNyXWBaKT BHUMAHUA, MOCKOJbKY HaIuyme MECTHOro 3eMJiefesib4ecKoro
HacesleHnss B CpefHEeBEKOBbIX MCTOYHMKAX WM HAPOAHbIX OTMEeYanocb Npu OTCYTCTBUM ropofos. Acnapa
npeacTasnseT coboii ropof, OKPYXeHHbIA 4NNHHBIMU CTEHAMY NPU pa3mepax, pasuTenbHO OT/InYaloLLmMxcs
OT APYTMX NOCENeHui, cywecTBOBaBWNUX B TOT nepuofd. JNNHHbIE Xe CTeHbl SIBASNCb CBOEO6pa3HbIM
nokasareneM 3KOHOMWYECKOro, MOMUTUYECKOro BAUSAHMA. [103TOMY, COracHo APYrum KPpUTEpUsMm,
onucaHHbIM B AAaHHON cTaTbe, No3aHecpeHEeBEKOBbLIN ropos Acnapa npefcTtaBnseT co60li YHUKaNbHbIN

apxeonornyecknii NamMsATHUK CpeHEBEKOBOW rOPOACKONA KyNbTypbl HA TeppuTopuUn KasaxcraHa.
KrntoueBble c/ioBa: anoxa MO34HEro cpefHeBeKOBbs, KynbTypa, apxeosiorusi, Uyiickasa [onuHa,

Acnapa, AHgac 6atbIp.

1n(roiwnc(ron

Thbe laniiz ok(bc 8om(b-\Yc3(2bc(y3m are rn8a(-
el by (b¢c Cbu nyer ancl nuwcromns nycrs ancl 3(rcats
Vo\yT§ 1roT (bc Kyr8yr nii§e. The To3( abunclan(
ok (bcT are 8oknluk, Alarcba, Katily, Aspara. Mb-
bl ancl Karaka(. 8balsu. Abynsun. 8bybynity, Makbal,
(bc yaitey ok\yblcb korT3 (bc \\ ¢3(crn borclerok2bc-
(ysn. The Kyr8yr Ala-Tau, \yblcb 81ye3 n3c (o (bc3c
nycra. 100k3 cotplc(cly nakccl T coTpanson \T(b
(bc 2bun8ar3ky ancl Trans-lU Ala-Tau. Tbere are
alto3( no korc3(3 bere. blo\\aclays. (be (Mnber ba3s
surytycii only T (be Alarcbl ancl 133yka(y 8orSes.
Conyewen! lanii kor a8ncml(mnre 13 loca(eclin oascs
on clcluse coneB T \allcys. K 13 <Totra(ecl by 8ray
8ol/s, \yblch, \ybb arHTcTalirn§a(ion, §1ye excellen(
y1eMs ok 8rapcs. 3u8ar bee(8 arcl aunitoxyers. On (be
lanc13 loca(ccl on (be coun(er8 ok (be Toun(ail ancl
(n (be kooiinii rone, (bey 8roly ncb bar\c3(3 ok\ybea(
Kor bo8ara. \Ye8(ern 2bc(y3n ba3 a 3b8b(ly T 1Mer

cHTa(e (ban Ea3(et, al(bon8b T 30T1e \Yin(ers (be
(eTperaiigre bere iirops (o -25-28.

Tbe LLhn3 ok (be 3e((leten( are bleniilieit 1in (be
H(era(ure \\bb (be 3e((leTten( ok Aspara (Bar(olcl.
1897: 31), kno\yn kroT (be 3ource3 ok (be TTunii
penoii. Acconbn§ (o 1bn ‘Arabsbab. TnTtur 3en( bl3
§raninzon MubaTtTai 8ul(an anii ATlr 8aykaii-inln
(o Mo8oH3(an, \ybo «occuplei yaiieys anii inelins
(bere anin buiA( 3eyeral koPrc33sc3. (be To3( reto(e
oK \yblcb 18 caiein Aspara. Tbey buwl( an iTpregna-
ble koPrc33 1n b, reaily kor pluniier anii ineyas(a(lon.
Aner (be nea(b ok TnTur, (be coTTanier Aiaiai
\ya3 korceii (0 leaye Aspara «(o8e(ber \T(b bl3 kaTiiy
ani cbiiiiren, re(lnve anii anny» unnier (be onzlan8b(
oK (be Mon8o13, \ybo occupleii (be koPrc33 (YoHn,
1960: 91-92). The la3(Teniion okA3paraT 30Mrces
rekers (o (be nwuitiile ok (be 15(b cenblry, \yben Abwu
8alii, a TTnTR on (be 8atarkanii (brone, liekea(eli
(be Mon8ol anny wniter Aspara, leii by (be Kban ok
Mo8oH3(an E3en-Buka (Baiiobl, 1943: 88) (111.1).

111wlra(ton 1-Aeroplio(o oCA3para-3Ke
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Materials and methods

For the Mongolian time, a wide range of writ-
ten sources is known that adequately cover this
period m the history of the peoples of Central Asia,
and archacological data in these conditions are
often of secondary importance. However, Arab-
Persian and other sources report mamly on political
events m the Chagatai ulus, which mcluded the
territory of modern South Kazakhstan. Therefore,
archacological materials can not only supplement,
but also acquire the value of the primary source m
the study of socio-economic relations and material
culture of the 13th-15th centuries.

Special research of the Mongol-Timurid period’
monuments were undertaken by a detachment of
the Semirechensk archaeological expedition m
1964. The mam object of study was the settlement
at the village. Andas batyr of the Merken district of
the Dzhambul region, the identification of which
with the city of Aspara, known from the sources
of the 11" century, does not cause objections i the
literature (Bartold, 1943).

In written sources, Aspara was first mentioned m
the 7% century. in the notes of the Chinese Buddhist
pilgrim Xuan-Jian as the city of Osubolai — Aspara.
At the same time, Aspara was first mentioned by the
Arab travelers Ibn Khordarbek and Kudama.

The monumental ruins of a medieval settlement
are located near the village Andas Batyr on the right
bank of'the say, coming from the Asparinsky gorge. A
number of factors indicate the correct determimation
of the location of the city: the self-name of the arca
has an identical name, or varies m letter equivalents
(Aspara-Ashpara-Asrantobe). The next proof is the
identity with the data given in historical sources
(location 4 farshes (25 km) from the ancient city
of Mirki). Another important confirmation is the
uniqueness of the topographic nature of the ruins,
which arose as a result of the need for a fortress city
in the Timurid period in order to make campaigns
to China in the 13th century. For these and other
reasons, Aspara stands out among other middle-age
cities for the monumentality of its ruins. The height
of the most elevated part — the citadel — reaches 20
m, along the edges of the settlement there is a well-
preserved rampart, under which powerful fortress
walls are guessed, deep ditches up to 10 m wide
surround it on all sides. Even now, it is difficult
to approach Aspara due to the strong swampiness
of the area, and only dams and ramps of entrances
indicate the places through which they once entered
the city.

Results and Discussion

The Aspara settlement is located at the south-
western outskirts of the Andas batyr village, about
0.5 km from the road to Merke. The hill fort has a
rectangular shape of an elevated square, the sides of
which are oriented to the cardmal points with slight
deviations (from west to east — 350 m, from north to
south — 240 m, which is approximately 10 °. In the
center of the eastern wall there is a high hill, which
united with the main area of the settlement by means
of an earthen wall The inner part of the studied site
consists of 3 platforms with different heights. The
first platform occupies almost the entire eastern part
of the site, having the following dimensions: from
north to south — 140 m, from west to east — 220 m.
The height of the platform is approximately 5-6 m.
The western part of the settlement, being higher than
the eastern one, consists of two platforms. The size
of the platform, located on the northern side, is 140
m from north to south, from west to cast — 115 m,
with a height, equal to 17 m. The size of the southern
platform is 50 m from north to south, 130 m from
west to east, with a height of 10 m. The platforms
are surrounded by an earthen rampart, 4 to 5 m high,
surrounding the entire territory of the settlement.
Patsevich suggested that the highest platform is a
citadel, divided by smaller squares of rectangular
shape, surrounded by earthen ramparts about 1 m
high (Patsevich, 1954: 229, 308-313).

At the western end of the eastern, lower plat-
form, which is apparently the remains of a shakh-
ristan, almost at the base of the walls of the citadel
there is a crescent-shaped depression curved with
its ends to the west, 140 m long and about 40 m
wide. The bottom of this cavity, 5 m deep, is densely
overgrown with grass and reeds. The protrusion
adjoining the castern side of the settlement is an
almost circular platform about 15 m in diameter and
about 5 m high above it. The platform is connected
to the shakhristan square by a narrow corridor-like
passage.

The area of the entire settlement is surrounded
on all sides, except for the northern one, by a ditch,
the width of which is 10-12 m, and the depth is
approximately 5 m. The northern side of the sett-
lement is surrounded by a very swampy arca several
kilometers long, the width is 200 m.

Both the moat surrounding the settlement
and the reservoir inside the shahristan were filled
with water from numerous springs that emerge in
different places of this site. In view of the fact that
the traces of the gates inside the shakhristan were
preserved only from the side of the swampy area, it
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must be thought that a special dam was apparently
built through the swampy area, traces of which have
not survived to this day.

The Aspara’ ruins are similar to other settle-
ments, because the remams of buildmgs located
on both sides of the old Aspara watercourse are
scattered around the central hill. The boundaries
of their distribution are strictly determined by the
remnants of walls in the form of swollen shafts,
which are destroyed in many places, but in general
they can be traced quite well throughout and close
completely, forming an irregular polyhedron, con-
sisting of small segments on average 40-80 m long.
The total length of the outer walls of the settlement
was slightly more than 3000 m. In some parts of
the rampart, the towers’ mounds are clearly visible.
The height of the shaft reaches 1.2 m, the width at
the base is 10-12 m.

Almost the entire territory surrounded by a
rampart is occupied by modern buildmgs and is
plowed up for vegetable gardens. It is lined with
separate terraces for easy irrigation. But even now
there are many signs that suggest that this arca was
previously built up. They are, firstly, the remains of
hills — the ruims of buildmgs that have survived m
many places, and, secondly, fragments of ceramics
and other finds found everywhere.

The most elevated part of the central ruins may
have been rebuilt m the Timurid time, so here the
carly cultural layers were overlapped by the later
ones. The liftmg material collected here, mainly
along the walls of the walls, consists of small
fragments of rims, sidewalls and pallets of clay
vessels, both made on a potter’s wheel and stucco.
Probably, these objects got into the wall from earlier
cultural layers. Discovering a part of the sidewall of
a bowl with blue glazed and dark brown pamting and
other fragments of ceramics confirms the assumption
that this part of the settlement was inhabited m the
Timurid time (Nurzhanov, 2010: 69-78).

Aspara, m comparison with other settlements
with long walls, was much smaller in size. The
restructuring of the shakhristan at a later time may
have affected the mdistinctness of the citadel m the
topographic anatomy of the city.

Exploratory excavations and collection of lif-
tmg material, mcludmg numismatic (coms of
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Bukhakhudats and Turgeshes were found), contri-
buted to the establishment of the city’s emergence
time (approximately 65-8™ centuries), as well as the
period of the most mtensive growth (11%-carly 12%
centuries). Written Arabiansources of the 9™ century
mention Aspara without the epithet “big village”
used for other cities.

In the post-Mongolian time, only the territory
of the citadel settled down. Here, on an area of 350
square meters, the buildmgs of two building horizons
of the 13™-14™ centuries and 15%-16™ centuries were
opened. At the level of the lower building horizon,
three houses or sections have been opened, which
are part of a smgle residential complex. The living
quarters had hearths, sufas along the walls. The
walls of the buildings are made of rectangular mud
bricks (Erzakovich, 1968: 87).

Residential and utility premises of the 12%-14%
centuries, differing in size, layout, and internal
structure, were discovered. In the walls of living
rooms of various sizes, with sizes from 27 m? to 10
m?, there were niches in which the best dishes and
household utensils usually stood. Near the walls
are adobe sufas, on which they rested and slept, on
the floor are the remains of heating hearths, a small
clay table on three low legs. In some of the rooms,
huge earthen barrels-hums were found dug in flush
with the floor, m which household supplies were
kept. One of the rooms, the smallest in size (1.5 m?),
served as a storage room for grain supplies.

In 1965, Timur’s silver com with the name of
the dummy Khan Mahmud was found, mmted in
1392/1393. Some analogs m ceramics also pomt
to the 15th century. For example, the technique
of coating the mner surface of jugs with glaze has
become widespread in the pottery industry of Central
Asia since the 15 century, and not glazed ceramics,
in terms of forms, techniques and ornamentation, is
very close to ceramics of the 15% century fortified
settlements Sadyr — Kurgan of the Talas Valley.

Of particular interest are the inscriptions in the
Turkic language, made in black paint on both sides
of a cow’s shoulder blade (Muratov, Erzakovich,
1967: 71-79). Fifteen persons are named i them,
among whom are four beks, one khodja and more
than five known by their nicknames, sadness over
their death is expressed (111.2).
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LWwitrainon 2 - A coly’s sboubler blade xyib 1be T3cnpiton3 T 1be Turlac lan§vaSe

The T3cnpiions are ble resull ok ble 3wwuii-
blneons iieabl ok Tany people \ybo belii a bl§b
posiiron T 8pare or T ble M13incl;, \yblcb 18 e3-
blbU3beii blank3 {o ble blcknaTte ok one okbleT
- Kba8an Kucbkarsky. Tbe Kucbkar or Kosbkar
area 18 Tenoneii T 3ources anii 18 kno\yn a3 ble
nate oK ble Cbu upper iiolys. The T3cnpiions
on ble sboubler blaiie baii riinal si§nilicance anii,
appareniiy, \\crc reaii oii! nunn§ (He perkortance
oK ble kuneral riie.

Tbe 1inbIn8 ok a Turblc blscnpbon (e3iibes 1o
ceifaT eblblc processes as80claleit Wb (He a33wiu-
labon amcl blssobliion ok aHen Mon§ol-3peakT§
1nbe3 T (He Twurblc enyinonten! T (Hc kooblLL3 ok
(He Tron 8ban (Errakoxncb, 1970: 97).

Tbe iinits OK COT3 ecbo liie repoii3 ok 3ources
abou( (bc 31ren81lbent§ okAspara by orclcer okT1Tur
T 1397/1398. Tbl3 18 bo\\ 1iie blo8rapber okTinur
1bn Arabsbab \\To(c abou( Mn3: «Tbe 3lory ok bl3
(Thinwur's) arran8eten! by 1be Mwn8bals ancl Cbhlna
ancl\\ba( be blii T 1bese places. LLbcn be arnyeii T
8atarkanii, be 3en! bl3 8ranclson MubaTTaii 8nl-
1an, 1be 30n ok 1an§T lo§ebler Wb 1be eT1r 8elkaii-
B T lolbeex!rete ponii, 1o \\blcb bl3 \\orc13 reacbeii
ancl bls Mecrees \\crc T eiiec!, anii 1bks 18 1bal Kor T.
8elkbun ..., atonlb a\\ay kroT 1be coublry okMay-
erannabr. Tbey occupleii yalleys anii iieliis (bere ani
buwiA seyeral ioiiresses. 1be T03! Visian: ok 1beT 18
calleit Aspara ... an iTpre§nable iioiiress. reaiiy kor
pblniier anii iieyasbliion ...» (YoHn, 1960: 91).

Ennr Ar§un 8bab, one ko8 (10,000) 1lroop3 anii
coTblneii eblcbTebl3 \yere leii T Aspara. Holy-
eyer, 1be Mu§bals coniinueii 1o barass 1lbe ioiiress
\\ b rabl3, anit T 1403 T1tur \ya3 korceii 1o 3enii a
lar§e reTkorceTebl blere, leii by Ennr AlMaiiaii, ani

a year laler be bai1 10 buiiin a nely koiiress len inays'
lonrncy kroT Aspara 1o 1be eask

Appareniiy, eyen aiier blese Teasures, (bc posii
non ok ble 8arn3on3 \ya3 yery kra8iie. 1n any case,
T 1405 aiier 1be iica(b ok T1ltur, 1be beaii ok 1lbe
Aspara §aTt3on Allainain consblereit i pruiien! 1o
leaye 1be koiiress. «Al 1be 3aTe IiTe, be oritereii bl3
reinve anii (roops. anin lbey look \yiib 1beT eyery-
Vinn§ bl§ anii 3Tal, anit be blii no! leaye blere KroT
blal \yblcb belon8eii 1o bl T, (eyen) lieaii ani T318§-
bliicanE Tbey cralyleii, \yen! 3lolyly, anii a! iiTes
ble ealib preyebleii bl eT \yiib 3noly, a! iTes aplece
OK 3Ky ke on bleT ... Tbe iirs! Mu8bal3s rose Krot
ble ea3l, beaiieii 1o\yariiz Aspara anii 133yk-Kul ani
3preain T blls connity ...» (YoHn, 1960: 91).

The 3blii ok lraiie robles krot ble Yol8a re§ton
1o Ceniial Asla, \yblcb occurreii a3 a resub ok ble ite-
keal ok ble Ooliten Horiie' cble3 by T1tur al ble enii
ok ble 14% cenblry, blii no! aitec! ble cble3 ok 8oubl
Karakb3bln (Yakuboy3ky, 1933: 12). Tbe carayan3
coninueid 1o kolloly ble anclenl «3iik roaii», \yblcb
can be 3een Krot ble ronle okble 8babuwkb eTba33sy
(1419) - Heral, Balkb, 8atarkanii, Tasbken!, 8alrart,
blen alon8 ble noibeT 31opes okble Kyr8yr nii§e 1o
Aspara, pas! 138yk-Kunl, cro38t8 or iaiber 1o Twuiian
- Karakboiibla. Tbe eTba33y \ya3 rebl 778 back by
ble 3oublet roain - blron§b Kbolan anit Kasb8ar be-
camse okble no!3 (Yule, 1886: 287-290).

Tbe la3l ne\y3 abou( Aspara iia(c3 back 1o ble be-
8§TnT§ ok ble 16n cenblry: «1n ble \yTler ok blne
buniirein anii bineblen (1513/1514) ... Ka3yT Kban
leii kor Aspara kor ble 3ake ok congunenn§ bl3 ol\yn
cowiines» (Pereyoii V.P. bliiTa, H3129a). Ho\yeyer,
18 no! clear kroT ble aboye passa8e \ybebler 1bB
rekers 1o ble eiiy okAspara or ble area uniier ble 3ate
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name, which has survived to this day. In the middle
of the 16th century Muhammad-Haydar wrote only
about the ruins of cities m the Chu Valley. Thus, the
time of the active existence of the upper construc-
tion period of Aspara should be attributed to the 15
century, which, however, does not exclude the pos-
sibility of a later settlement of the ruins of the city
by an msignificant sedentary population.

The archacological materials obtamed in Aspara
are specific enough to judge how significant the de-
cline of the sedentary culture m the Chui valley was,
and how widespread this phenomenon was after the
Mongol mvasion.

In the Chu valley, seven settlements were re-
corded, the upper layers of which can be attributed
to the Mongolian time (12%-14" centuries): Tortkul,
Tash-Utkul, Kysychi, Kara-Dzhigach, Aleksan-
drovskoe, Belovodskoe and Aspara, which contin-
ues to exist much later.

The emergence and development of cities with
long walls is one of the features of the town for-
mation process in the Middle Ages m the valleys of
the Talas and Chu rivers, in the places of traditional
habitation of nomadic tribes. The process proceeded
m conditions of close interaction between agricul-
tural and nomadic cultures. This influenced the his-
torical topography, structure and appearance of the
monuments of the sedentary and semi-sedentary
population (Akishev, 1983: 9). Early medieval cities
and settlements were formed here among the mass
of nomadic tribes. The sedentary population under
such conditions could not settle m the same way as
m the agricultural zone of Central Asia, where large
agricultural oases arose on large rivers (Baypakov,
1975: 36). On the small rivers of the Chu-Talas val-
leys, flowing from the mountam gorges, oases of
sedentary culture were formed, the center of which
was the city.

The Talasso-Chu cities had an agrarian charac-
ter from early times (Belenitsky, Bentovich, Bolsha-
kov, 1973: 206), consisting in geographical features.
For this reason, the lands in this territory were sur-
rounded by long walls with a length of several tens
of kilometers.

In the 6®-9% centuries. the cities of Chu-Talas
were distinguished by such features as the presence
of a shakhristan, a citadel and an agricultural district.

Judging by the outlimes of the walls, the number
of which increased due to the increase m the area of
the city, it is possible to determime the direction of
the growth process.

The walls fulfilled several functional meanings.
First, the need to protect the territory from attacks
and mvasions indicated the degree of political and
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economic development of the city. Secondly, the
boundaries of land use were determined with the
help of walls (Kozhemyako, 1959: 39).

Thus, the topographic features of the Chu-Talas
cities acquired a certain look only by the end of the
9% century.

In the 10® -12% centuries there was a sharp jump
in lifestyle changes (social, economic, cultural) m
the urban cultural environment, which led to an in-
crease in the territory due to rabads, a shift in the
city center and a change in the topographic appear-
ance (Baypakov, 1975: 36).

In subsequent centuries, the growth rate of the
city was manifested in a change in the territorial
structure, and later (10® -15" centuries) m the popu-
lation density of the city.

Rabads were part of the topography, fitting mto
the structure of the city with long walls, which dis-
tinguished them from the cities located in Maveran-
nahr (Senigova, 1972: 133-134).

The settlements of the Chu-Talas valley, due to
the topographic features associated with the location
within the city, surrounded by walls, of an agricultur-
al district, are similar to the topographic anatomy of
the Shash settlements, without significantly changing
their appearance until the Mongol invasion.

Bemshtam A N. wrote that the process of city
formation is closely connected with the resettlement
of the Sogdians; later, m the 9%-10® centuries, the
intensive development of the rabad preceded the
change in the city’s appearance. Kozhemyako P.N.
connects the topographic features of the cities of the
Chu-Talas valley with the influence of past nomadic
inhabitants.

Conclusion

A feature of the cities of the Western World re-
gion is the allocated citadel with a shakhristan along
with the presence of a rabad, representing fortifica-
tions with long walls. The cities of Chu-Talas had
a similar development, which was reflected in the
topographic structure.

Archacological research in recent years has
largely concretized the idea of the state of sedentary
culture on the territory of the Shu-Talas Valley dur-
ing the era of the Mongol Empire and the Kazakh
Khanate. The range of late medieval monuments
has expanded, collections of material culture have
been replenished, despite the fact that the layer of
the 13% — 16" centuries is usually of small thickness.
The results of archacological research of the settle-
ments that existed in the 13™ — first half of the 16
centuries, a comparison of archacological materials,
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written sources and numismatic information made it ~ — 16" centuries, despite their small number, deserve
possible to determine the location of almost all cit-  attention because m medieval sources and folk leg-
ies on the territory of Kazakhstan m the 13" — 16®  ends the existence of a local sedentary agricultural
centuries. Also, archacological materials of the 13%  population was noted.
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